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Under Milk Wood   by Dylan Thomas 
Described as `the most enchanting work for broadcasting ever written`, this is Dylan Thomas`s most famous 
creation, a dreamlike play which describes the comings and goings in the small Welsh seaside town of 
Llareggub over the course of a day, from one night to the next. 
We are going to perform it, in the Church, on 10th and 11th February 2012. It will be a `broadcast` production, 
that is, a rehearsed reading, using scripts. It will be unstaged, though it will employ lighting, sound effects, 
music and projection. There will be intensive, evening rehearsals during the preceding week to ten days. 
Members have already been told about the production in the Newsletter, and 16 people so far have expressed an 
interest in reading, and some others in helping on the production team. 
There`s still time to get involved either as a reader or as a team member. If you are interested  

a. Get in touch with me by email or phone 
b. Read the play (the Everyman version, edited by Daniel Jones is a good one) 
c. Come to the Welsh `workshop` and audition sessions in the church on 20th January at 7.30pm or 21st 

January at 2pm. 

 
 
There are lots of parts, some substantial, some tiny, all very characterful. Some are poetic and philosophical, 
some funny, some earthy, some just plain rude, so there`s something for everyone. There`s lovely for you. 

 
The Characters and their dreams  

 First Voice - Narrator 
 Second Voice – Another Narrator 
 Captain Cat – Old, blind sea captain. Dreams of his drowned shipmates and lost lover Rosie Probert. 

One of the play's more important characters, who also acts as a Narrator. He hears and comments on 
the life of the village from his window. 

 Five drowned Sailors – who appear in Captain Cat`s dreams 
 Rosie Probert - Captain Cat's dead lover, who also appears in his dreams. 
 Myfanwy Price – Keeps a sweet shop and dreams of marrying Mog Edwards. 
 Mr. Mog Edwards - Draper, in love of Myfanwy Price. Their romance is unrequited, apparent only in 

their letters and their dreams 
 Jack Black - Cobbler who dreams of scaring away young couples shouting `ach y fi!` (rude) 
 Evans the Death – Undertaker, who dreams of his childhood. 
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 Mr. Waldo - Rabbit catcher, barber, herbalist, cat doctor, quack and alcoholic. He dreams of his 
mother and his many failed marriages. He has an affair with Polly Garter. 

 Waldo`s Mother 
 Waldo`s Wife 
 Waldo when young 
 Four gossiping Neighbours 
 Matti Richards  
 Her Mother 
 Preacher – all of whom appear in Waldo`s dreams 
 Mrs. Ogmore-Pritchard – Owns a guesthouse at which no-one stays, because of her obsession with 

neatness. In her dreams she nags her two dead husbands.  
 Mr. Ogmore - Linoleum salesman, her first husband. 
 Mr. Pritchard - Failed bookmaker, her second husband.  
 Gossamer Beynon – Butcher Beynon`s daughter, a schoolteacher who dreams of an illicit, but 

unfulfilled love with Sinbad Sailors.  
 Organ Morgan - The church organist, has disturbing dreams of music and orchestras and J S Bach.  
 Mrs. Organ Morgan - Shop owner who, disturbed during the day by her husband`s constant organ-

playing, dreams of `silence`. 
 Utah Watkins – Farmer who dreams of counting sheep that resemble his wife. 
 Mrs Utah Watkins – his wife, who bleats. 
 Ocky Milkman - Who dreams of pouring his milk into a river, 'regardless of expense'. 
 Mr. Cherry Owen - Dreams of drinking, but his tankard turns into a fish, so he has to drink that. 
 Mrs. Cherry Owen - Cherry Owen's devoted wife, who delights in his drunken antics. 
 PC Attila Rees - Policeman, who relieves himself into his helmet at night, knowing somehow he will 

regret this in the morning. 
 Mr. Willy Nilly – Postman who dreams of delivering the post in his sleep, and hits his wife during the 

night as if knocking on a door. In the morning they open the post together and read the town's news so 
he can relay it around the village. 

 Mrs. Willy Nilly - Understandably she dreams of being hit during the night, though it seems to her she 
is being spanked by her teacher for being late for school. She assists Willy Nilly in steaming open the 
mail. 

 Mary Ann Sailors - 83 years old, dreams of the Garden of Eden. During the day she announces her 
age ("I'm 83 years, 3 months and a day!") to the town. 

 Sinbad Sailors - The Pub landlord, dreams of Gossamer Beynon, whom he cannot marry because of 
his grandmother's disapproval. 

 Mae Rose Cottage - Seventeen and never been kissed, she dreams of meeting her "Mr. Right". She 
spends the day in the fields daydreaming, and unseen, draws lipstick circles around her nipples. 

 Bessie Bighead - Hired help, dreams of the one man that kissed her "because he was dared". 
 Butcher Beynon - The butcher, dreams of riding pigs and going shooting. During the day he enjoys 

teasing his wife with stories of selling illegal meat. 
 Mrs. Butcher Beynon - His wife, who dreams of her husband being prosecuted (persecuted) for 

selling "owl's meat, dogs' eyes, manchop." 
 Rev. Eli Jenkins – Poet, preacher and author of the White Book of Llareggub. He dreams of 

Eisteddfodau. 
 Mr. Pugh - Schoolmaster, dreams of poisoning his domineering wife. He is reading "Lives of the 

Great Poisoners" for ideas on how to kill her, though he does not go through with it. 
 Mrs. Pugh – Mr Pugh`s scolding, sharp-tongued wife. 
 Dai Bread - Bigamist baker who dreams of harems. 
 Mrs. Dai Bread One - Dai Bread's first wife, traditional and plain. 
 Mrs. Dai Bread Two - Dai Bread's second wife, a mysterious and sultry brown gypsy. 
 Polly Garter – Young, desirable single mother, who dreams of her many babies. During the day, she 

scrubs floors and sings of her lost love. 
 Nogood Boyo - A lazy young fisherman who dreams peevishly of 'nothing', though he sometimes 

fantasises about Mrs. Dai Bread Two wearing a wet corset. 
 Lord Cut Glass - A man of questionable sanity, who dreams of the 66 clocks he keeps in his house. 
 Lily Smalls - The Beynons' maid, who longs for a more exciting life and dreams of it at night. 
 Gwennie - Schoolgirl, who insists that her male schoolmates "kiss her where she says or give her a 

penny". 
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 Three gossiping Women – Who comment on Mrs Ogmore-Pritchard, the Beynons and other village 
characters. 

 A Fisherman – Who says it`s too rough to go out 
 A Drinker in the Pub – Who doesn`t like music 
 Girls and Boys – Who play games and call each other names after school and occasionally comment 

on the grown-ups.  
 Voice of a Guide Book – A dry, pedantic voice describing the village in condescending terms. 
 Have I missed any? 

 
Contact Bill Risebero 
020 7482 1650 
b.risebero@btinternet.com 


